EFFECTS   OF  THE   INVASION

much in Gaul as a whole. The lasting effects of the invasions can
only be estimated indirectly, by the origin of place-names, the
agricultural processes in use, and the type of the French population
at the present day, which seems to vary greatly according to the
part of the country.

In the territory occupied by the Visigoths and Burgundians,
where the Gallo-Roman population was still in existence in the
fifth century, not a trace of the barbarians has been left, either in
the place-names or in the physical type of the inhabitants. The
region still bearing the name of the Burgundians, the Burgundy
of the seventh century, which became the duchy and countship
of Burgundy, shows a fairly high proportion of inhabitants of
Nordic type, analogous to that attributed by Latin writers to the
Burgundians; but their origin remains inexplicable, for they are
not settled in the region round about Vienne in which the Bur-
gundian people established themselves; on the other hand, we
know that bands of conquered Franks were established in Burgundy
in the fourth century.

In the north-east of France the land had been depopulated by
invasions to such an extent that the very towns had disappeared,
and it was resettled by the Franks. Place-names of Frankish origin
have survived there, scattered among Latin names, as well as a
system of dividing the land which was unknown to the Romans,
but was practised by the Germanic peoples, The proportion of
individuals of Nordic type to be found mere increases as we ad-
vance towards the region in which the Franks had their origin,
on the lower Meuse and Scheldt, where the Germanic language
of the Franks still survives among the Flemings, together with the
Nordic type. From this we may conclude that the Frankish
people entered into the composition of the French population,
importing into it the largest proportion of the Nordic element
that it contains, though it is impossible to say precisely how far
this influence extended on the south and west. The probable
explanation of this difference between the Franks and the other
Germanic peoples is that in the regions which were still populated
the invaders were absorbed into the Roman population, whereas
in the depopulated regions resettlement took place, as usually
happens in a new country, where the population increases natur-
ally owing to the large number of births. It is probable, too, that
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